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The highlights of the conference were the academic
sessions that inspired and illuminated the scholars who
assembled at different venues of the Dravidian University.

Session 9, held at Prof. Bh. Krishnamurti Hall, was chaired by Inte}rlngtional Confergnccelon 5
Prof. K. Rangan. Four papers centering on Morphology/ Brahui Language and Culture
Lexicography were scheduled in this session. While presenting New Life-Members

the paper, How to build Dictionaries for Tribal languages in Puthusseri Ramachandran honoured

Manipur?, Heisnam Kenny Devi stressed the fundamental
elements that are required for compiling a dictionary, which
would bridge the gap among various groups of Manipur. Obituary - Ashok R. Kelkar
Manipuri is the medium of communication among the tribes and

K.L. Hale Award to Anvita Abbi

A N N W

there are many tribal languages which have no written records. There are indigenous folk tales, cultural and
religious beliefs and other stories which are written in their languages. In order to read or to learn these
languages, a good ‘user dictionary’ is needed. P. Ramanathan in his paper, Nostratic and Mother Tongue
Studies, spoke on the vital importance of historical and comparative studies in Dravidian including Proto-
Dravidian for furthering the pace of Nostratic and mother tongue studies. He underscored the pioneer insight
of Robert Caldwell that Dravidian or Proto-Dravidian was perhaps nearest to the mother tongue of man. He
quoted Stephan Levitt who stated about the close affinities between Proto-Dravidian and Proto-Australian
aboriginal languages which are likely to go back to thousands of years earlier than 10000 B.C. In the paper,
Dependency Constructions in Marathi, Yogesh Vijay Umale tried to explore the dependency grammar which
gives the idea that all the words except the main verb are depending on some other words in the sentence. In
the present study, he brought out eight types of dependency constructions in Marathi. The next paper
scheduled in this session was Reciprocals and Reciprocal Markers in Punjabi by Harjit Singh. His main
concern is to discuss two main things in the case of reciprocals. Punjabi has its own reciprocals and they are
lexically derived and examples were cited to show that these reciprocals behave like reflexives. At the end of
the session, there was a lively interaction among the scholars regarding the features of Proto-Dravidian and the
nature of dependency among words in the sentences.

Session 10 held at Prof. K. Nagamma Reddy Hall was chaired by Prof. B. Ramakrishna Reddy. The session
had four papers dealing with Morpho-Syntax. Christiane Pilot-Raichoor in the paper, Badaga Case Suffix - c(a)
and Differential Object/Genitive Marking, elaborated on the Badaga case system that can be presented into
three sets. They are: i) an unmarked form called nominative, ii) set of forms carrying some kind of semantic
information and supplemented by various postpositions and iii) forms covering the cases traditionally called
accusative and genitive. The present study focused on the last set of forms which does not distinguish between
accusative and genitive in most of the paradigms. In the paper, Marathi Postpositions, Aravind Jadhav stated
that case-markers and postpositions are the most debated area of Marathi grammar and argued that Marathi
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postpositions include case-markers. The other two
papers scheduled in the session were Telugu Complex
Predicates within First Phase Syntax by Satish Kumar
Nadimpalli and Affixes and Word Formation of Poula
by Ch. Yashawanta Singh and Dune Antonia Pao.

Like Session 10, Session 11 conducted at Sri.
Gidugu Ramamurthi Hall chaired by Dr. S.A.
Shanavas was also on Morpho-Syntax. The paper, A
Journey through Bangla Postpositions: An Introduction,
was presented by Sanchari Boral. He looked into the
occurrence and function of postpositions in a Bangla
sentence referring to some special features with their
diversities in use. They also carry out semantic
information of the sentence as a whole. The paper
titled Tense and Aspect in Malayalam by Amanda
Swenson gave attention to the argument that
Dravidian languages do not have a tense phrase in
the syntax. He examined this fact from a semantic
point of view and explored the semantics of perfect
constructions in Malayalam. P.V. Raghava, in the
paper, Tense, Aspect and Agreement in Telugu,
stressed the fact that many languages do not have
tense inflections although languages in general can
invariably lexicalise time reference. There are two
ways to mark tense - morphological and lexical. He
made a comparative study of tense system and
aspects of English and Telugu and showed that, in
English, tense is morphologically realised invariably
in the auxiliary verbs except in simple tenses
whereas, in Telugu, tense distinctions are not
indicated in the verbal inflection but indicated
through temporal adverbs. In the paper, he proposed
two aspects: imperfective and perfective for tense
system in Telugu. The paper, Subject-Verb Agreement
in Telugu and English - A Comparative Study, by
Suman Kothakonda, also dealt with the comparative
study of Telugu and English regarding subject-verb
agreement. In Telugu, person, number and gender
features are marked on the verb in the form of
inflections. The grammatical features of the subject
can be recovered from the verbal inflections
especially from agreement. English shows distinctive
agreement only in the third-person singular simple
present tense forms of the verbs which are marked
by adding -s/-es. During the interactive session,
several issues relating to tense and aspect were
discussed.

Prof. G.K. Panikkar chaired the session dealing
with phonology, held at Prof. G.J. Somayaji Hall.

Arun K. Behera’s paper, A Rule-Governed Approach
to Stress in English, examined the stress pattern and
rules governing the placement of stress both at the
word level and at the sentence level. He made an
endeavour to look into the issues of identifying the
primary stress and the secondary stress and marking
stress on the weak forms. His intent is to facilitate
the non-native speakers of English to learn the rules
of stress so that they can use English effectively.
The paper titled Boost up the Mind or to Update - A
Study on the Significance of Forensic Linguistics by
Aiswaria G. Shajon was on the areas where
linguists can provide evidence, i.e. in trademark and
other intellectual property disputes, disputes of
meaning and use, author identification, forensic
stylistics, forensic phonetics, etc. Madhavi Madhupal,
in the paper, Phonology of the Languages of the
Muthuva and Hill Pulaya Tribal Communities, aims
at the identification of the phonological systems of
the languages spoken by the Muthuva and Hill
Pulaya tribal communities settled at Chinnar in
Idukki district in Kerala. She brought out the fact
that both communities have similar but unique
features which exhibit their culture as well as other
linguistic aspects of their languages. Other papers
in this session were: Vowel Correspondence
between Kakching Dialect and Standard Meiteilon
by Naorem Brinda Bala Devi and Phonology of
Malapandaram Tribe by Gopika Krishnan. At the
end of the session, the Chairman congratulated the
paper-presenters for their effective presentations
and other scholars for their active participation in
the discussion.

[To be continued]

Y. Viswanatha Naidu & K.N. Geethakumari

OBITUARY

Padmabhushan Dr. N. Mahalingam, a
leading industrialist and well-known Gandhian,
expired while delivering a speech in connection
with Gandhi Jayanthi celebrations at Mylapore,
Chennai. He was a life-member of Dravidian
Linguistics Association and was very much
interested in the academic activities of the DLA and
the ISDL. He has supported a good number of scholars
who have engaged in the study and research on
Tamil language and culture in various ways. On
behalf of the DLLA and the ISDL, we express our
heartfelt condolences.

Publications of DLA and ISDL are for specialists. Special concession will be given to Life Members.
Keep the books in your library as a treasure by getting them from ISDL.

2



DLA News Vol. 38 October 2014

Website: www.ijdl.org
E-mail: ijdlisdl @ gmail.com

DERRIDA’S CONCEPT OF LANGUAGE

In the second half of the 20" century, the study
of language encroached all fields of knowledge,
especially all disciplines related to humanities'.
Knowledge systems like history, sociology, philosophy
and literary criticism were exposed to the awareness that
the real problem related to the production of knowledge
is language. They tried to explore there own world of
ideas through the analysis of language used. They
were doubtful about the possibility of communication
in its perfection. They began to accept that there is no
real truth or real fact but only different texts of truth
and reality. Each historian creates a new text of
history and history is nothing but a narrative. Narration
is done in language. So, to understand the content, one
has to analyse the language. All these happened
because of a significant turn in the course of western
philosophy. This was prompted by Jacques Derrida.

Most of the scholars accepted the argument of
Ferdinand De Saussure, the famous structuralist, that
we understand the world through language, and idea
originates only when it is articulated. After him, when
Derrida appeared, the intellectual situation became
complicated. Derrida raised some basic questions
about language and meaning. Is there anything called
meaning? Is it possible to convey a definite meaning
through language? Can we say that a meaning is
authentic? Derrida answered all these questions but
his answers were not positive. According to him, any
passage presented before us will be in a deconstructed
form. It is the reader who constructs the meaning
according to his taste and culture?. Thus, when each
and every reader constructs his own meaning by
creating different texts out of the same passage, the
authenticity of meaning becomes irrelevant. Either all
meanings are authentic or all meanings are
unauthentic. The passage or book is nothing but a
source of multiple meanings. Thus, a poem, a
philosophical treatise or a book of history opens the
door for numerous possibilities of meaning. This
concept created a revolution in the world of ideas.

Derrida was born in 1930 at Algiers. He was a
member of a lower middle-class Jewish family. He
specialised in philosophy and had served as Professor

of Philosophy in many universities including Paris,
Sourboun and Yale. He never had any training in
linguistics.

For linguists, language is a concrete object.
Their approach to language will be almost empirical
by nature, but, for Derrida, language is an abstract
phenomenon and he approached language with an
unending scepticism® of a philosopher. His treatise
on language lacks precision and is often confusing.
Levi-Strauss, the famous anthropologist who had a
very good rapport with Derrida, once said: “I must
confess that I haven’t read him closely. He and I do
not at all have the same way of writing. I find him

difficult to follow”.*

Derrida was highly influenced by Nietzsche,
Heidegger, Freud and Marx. The influence of
Nietzsche is very conspicuous. It was he who first
proclaimed that “there are no facts but
interpretations only”. Derrida’s concept of text is
based on this premise. He was also influenced by
Hebrew theology. He often finds examples for his
statements from Old Testament which is the basic
text of Hebrew Theology.

Notes

1. The moment we go on to systems where the
sociological significance is more than superficial,
we are once more confronted with language.
Roland Barthe, Elementary of Semiology,
Janathancape, 1967, p.10.

2. “To speak of meaning of the work is to tell a story
of reading”. Jonathan Cullar, on Deconstruction,
1985, p. 35.

Structure and meaning of the work emerge through
an account of the reader’s activity. Ibid. p. 35.

3. Derrida maintains an extreme and exemplary
scepticism when it comes to defining his own
methodology. Christopher Norris, Deconstruction,
Theory and Practice, Methuen, 1982, p. 31.

4. Levi-Strauss, Boris Wiseman & Judy Groves,
Icon Books Ltd., 1997, p. 34.

[To be continued]
D. Benjamin

Recent Publications: Swami Vivekananda and South India (A Collection of Seminar Papers), Sourav Chakraborty (Ed.), 2013,
pp. xii + 300, Rs. 350/- (US$ 35/-). Tulu: An Intensive Course, M. Rama, 2013, pp. 12 + 132, Rs. 200/- (US$ 20/-). Bangla Basic
Vocabulary, Tapas Kayal & Dhrubajyoti Das, 2014, pp. xvi + 128, Rs. 150/- (US$ 15/-).
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Alan Davies. 1968. Language Testing Symposium: A
Psycholinguistic Approach. Oxford University Press.

Denis Girard. 1972. Linguistics and Foreign Language
Teaching. London: Longman Group Ltd.

Eric H. Kadler. 1970. Linguistics and Teaching Foreign
Languages. New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold
Company.

Peri Bhaskara Rao. 1972. Practical Phonetics (Part 1).
Poona: Deccan College.

Mehrotra, R.R. 1977. Sociology of Secret Languages.
Simla: Indian Institute of Advanced Study.

Cresswell, M.J. 1973. Logics and Languages. London:
Methuen & Co. Ltd.

Paul Ziff. 1960. Semantic Analysis. New York: Cornell
University Press.

Nelson Brooks. 1964. Language and Language

Learning: Theory and Practice. New York: Harcourt,
Brace & World Inc.

Noam Chomsky. 1972. Language and Mind. Harcourt
Brace Jovanovich Inc.

William Labov. 1966. The Social Stratification of
English in New York City. Washington: Centre for
Applied Linguistics.

Albert H. Marckwardt. 1966. Linguistics and Teaching
of English. Bloomington: Indiana University Press.

Walter A. Cook S.J. 1967. On Tagmemes and Transforms.
Georgetown University: School of Languages and
Linguistics.

Jerrold M. Sadock & Anthony L. Vanek. 1970. Studies

presented to Robert B. Lees by his Students. Edmonton:
Linguistic Research Inc.

Emile G. McAnany. 1973. Radio’s Role in Development:
Five Strategies of Use. Washington: Clearinghouse on
Development Communication.

David G. Hays. 1966. Readings in Automatic Language
Processing. New York: American Elsevier Publishing
Company Inc.
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Agesthialingom, S. & Shanmugam, S.V. 1972. Third
Seminar on Dravidian Linguistics. Annamalai
University.

Misra, K.S. 1977. Terms of Address and Second
Person Pronominal Usage in Hindi: A Sociolinguistic
Study. Chandigarh: Bahri Publications.

Randolph Quirk. 1972. The English Language and
Images of Matter. London: Oxford University Press.

Shankara Bhat, D.N. 1968. Boro Vocabulary. Poona:
Deccan College.

Jules Bloch. 1954. The Grammatical Structure of
Dravidian Languages. Poona: Deccan College.

Louis Hjelmslev. 1963. Prolegomena to a Theory of
Language. Madison: The University of Wisconsin
Press.

Madhav M. Deshpande. 1993. Sanskrit and Prakrit
Sociolinguistics Issues. Delhi: Motilal Banarasidass
Publishers.

Jerrold J. Katz. 1966. The Philosophy of Language.
New York: Harper & Row Publishers.

Harjeet Singh Gill & Henry A. Gleason Jr. 1969. A
Reference Grammar of Punjabi. Patiala: Punjabi
University.

George Kingsley Zipf. 1965. The Psycho-Biology of
Language. The ML.L.T. Press.

Emmon Bach. 1964. An Introduction to Trans-
formational Grammars. Holt, Rinehart & Winston Inc.

Velayudhan, S. & Mohanan, K.P. 1977. An Intro-
duction to the Phonetics and Structure of English.
New Delhi: Somaiya Publications.

John J. Gumpez. 1971. Language in Social Groups.
Stanford University Press.

Mary Ruth Wise, Thomas N. Headland & Ruth M.
Brend. 2003. Language and Life: Essays in Memory
of Kenneth L. Pike. SIL International & University
of Texas, Arlington.

Gleason, H.A. 1965. Linguistics and English
Grammar. Holt, Rinehart & Winston Inc.

Recent Publications: The Morphosyntax of the Dravidian Languages, P.S. Subrahmanyam, 2013, pp. xxx + 687, Rs. 1,000/-
(US$ 100/-). A Survey of Smriti Literature, N.P. Unni, 2013, pp. 8 + 164, Rs. 200/- (US$ 20/-). A Contrastive Study of Case
in Bengali and Tamil, Sourav Chakraborty, 2012, pp. 136, Rs. 120/- (US$ 5/-).
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Robins, R.H. 1971. General Linguistics: An Introductory
Survey. London: Longman Group Ltd.

Bazell C.E. et al. 1966. Longmans Linguistics Library
in Memory of J.R. Firth. London: Longmans, Green
& Co. Ltd.

Robert B. Lees. 1966. The Grammar of English
Nominalizations. Bloomington: Indiana University.
Roderick A. Jacobs & Peter S. Rosenbaum. 1968.
English Transformational Grammar. Waltham: Blaisdell
Publishing Company.

David C. Bennett. 1975. Spatial and Temporal Uses
of English Prepositions: An Essay in Stratificational
Semantics. London: Longman Group Ltd.

Halliday, M.A.K., Angus McIntosh & Peter Strevens.
1964. The Linguistic Sciences and Language Teaching.
Longmans, Green & Co. Ltd.

Wilkins, D.A. 1972. Linguistics in Language Teaching.
London: Edward Arnold.

David G. Hays. 1967. Introduction to Computational
Linguistics. New York: American Elsevier Publishing
Company.

Anna Maria Hari. 1971. Conversational Nepali. Nepal:
Tribhuvan University.

Mark Lester. 1971. Introductory Transformational
Grammar of English. Delhi: Macmillan Company of
India Ltd.

Gerhard Nickel. 1971. Papers in Contrastive Linguistics.
Cambridge University Press.

Willard Van Orman Quine. 1960. Word and Object.
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

Thomas A. Sebeok. 1960. Style in Language. Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology.

Dwight Bolinger. 1972. Intonation. Harmondsworth:
Penguin Books Ltd.

Sturtevant E.H. 1965. Linguistic Change: An Introduction
to the Historical Study of Language. Chicago: The
University of Chicago.

Strevens, P.D. 1966. Five Inaugural Lectures. Oxford
University Press.

Bernard Berelson. 1963. The Behavioral Sciences Today.
New York: Harper & Row Publishers.

94. Henry F. Beechhold & John H. Behling Jr. 1972.
The Science of Language and the Art of Teaching.
New York: Charles Scribners Sons.

95. Galperin, L.LR. 1977. Stylistics. Moscow: Higher
School.

96. John B. Carroll. 1963. The Study of Language.
Cambridge: Harvard University Press.

97. Ferdinand De Saussure. 1960. Course in General
Linguistics. London: Peter Owen Litd.

98. Florian Coulmas. 1989. Language Adaptation.
Cambridge University Press.

99. Ananthanarayana, H.S. 1976. Four Lectures of

Panini’s Astadhyayi. Annamalai University.

100. Katre, S.M. 1965. Some Problems of Historical
Linguistics in Indo Aryan. Poona: Deccan College.

[To be continued]
Reported by Bindu R.B.

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
BRAHUI LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

In order to preserve and revive Brahui, one
of the Dravidian languages spoken mainly in
Pakistan, an international conference is jointly
organised by Brahui Academy and Participatory
Development Initiatives from 1/ 7" to 18" January
2015 at Islamabad. The conference themes include
origin of Brahui language, Brahui script and -
grammar, Brahui folk and contemporary literature,
Endangered languages, Brahui culture, traditions
and archaeology. The deadline for submission of
abstract is 30™ October 2014. For further details,
log on to www.brahuiconference.org.

NEW ENROLMENT FOR LIFE-MEMBERSHIP
(September 2014)

1. Dr. A. Munian
Department of Linguistics
Madurai Kamaraj University
Madurai - 625 021, Tamil Nadu

2. Mr. M. Alagirisamy
1825/4, 6™ East Street, Gnam Nagar
Manamman Koil Post
Thanjavur District - 613 501, Tamil Nadu

Recent Publications: The Contribution of Melpiittur Narayana Bhattatiri to Sanskrit Literature with Special Reference
to Vyakarana, P. Visalakshy, 2013, pp. 428, Rs. 900/- (US$ 81/-). A Contrastive Analysis of the Phonological Systems of
Bengali and Malayalam, Dhrubajyoti Das, 2014, pp. xii + 140, Rs. 220/- (US$ 20/-). Vettakka:da Irula Tundumallige -
Ballads and Dictionary — Three Dialects, R. Perialwar, 2014, pp. 8 + 112, Rs. 150/- (US$ 15/-).
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PUTHUSSERI RAMACHANDRAN
HONOURED

Puthusseri Ramachandran, the renowned
Malayalam poet, linguist and the Honorary Professor
of the International School of Dravidian Linguistics,
was honoured with Bhasha Samman in a function
organised by Sahitya Akademi on 5™ October 2014
at Kanakakunnu Palace, Thiruvananthapuram. It is
in recognition of his exemplary contributions to
classical and medieval Malayalam literature.

The other awardees were Viswanath Tripathi,
Motiraj Bhajnu Rathod, Ramchander Ramesh Arya
and B. Lalthangliana. Mahadeo Savji Andher and
Sumerchand Kesarichand Jain were conferred the
award posthumously.

KENNETH L. HALE AWARD
TO ANVITA ABBI

Anvita Abbi, Professor of Linguistics,
Jawaharlal Nehru University is the recipient of the
2015 Kenneth L. Hale Award given to scholars who
have done outstanding work on the documentation
of a particular language or family of languages on
the verge of extinction.

Her dedicated work for decades in
documenting and evaluating the minority languages,
particularly Great Andamanese, shed light on the
history of language migration in India and helped
in revitalising local cultures. The documentation of
a barely documented language to this level of
sophistication is a Herculean task.

Her works on Great Andamanese include a
dictionary, a grammar and a book on ethno-
ornithology.

All of us are glad to congratulate her on this
occasion for her meritorious service.

OBITUARY

It is with immense grief we report the demise
of Dr. Ashok R. Kelkar (b. 1929), an eminent
linguist and an excellent teacher of linguistics,
particularly phonetics, on 20" September 2014.

His remarkable achievements are in the field
of linguistics, covering the areas of phonetics, language
typology, lexicography, stylistic analysis and Marathi
literature.

He was the founder-editor of the literary
magazine, Vaikhari and Madhyama. He was India’s
representative in the International Committee of
Linguists (1980-1994).

His major publications include Studies in Hindi
and Urdu (1968), Prolegomena to an understanding
of Semiosis and Culture (1980), Phonemic and
Morphemic Frequency Count in Oriya (1994) and
Language in a Semiotic Perspective (1997).

On behalf of the members of the Dravidian
Linguistics Association, we express our heartfelt
condolences.

Informed by B.B. Rajapurohit

~

-

Contribution to
Prof. V.I. Subramoniam Endowment Fund

TOTAL AS OF LASTMONTH Rs. 4,25,000.00

CURRENT TOTAL Rs. 4,25,000.00
(Including FD)

DLA News Endowment Fund

TOTAL AS OF LASTMONTH Rs. 1,87,511.00
CURRENT TOTAL Rs. 1,87,511.00 /

N

Printed, published and edited by N. Rajendran, Secretary, DLA, Thiruvananthapuram on behalf of the Dravidian Linguistics
Association. Assistant Editor: K.N. Geethakumari. Pageset by Harikumar Basi in the ISDL Computer Unit. Printed at Dawn
Offset Printers, T.C. 25/1790, “Pournami”, Thampanoor, Thiruvananthapuram. Published at International School of Dravidian
Linguistics, V.I. Subramoniam Memorial ISDL Complex, St. Xavier’s College P.O., Thiruvananthapuram — 695 586, Kerala, India.

6




