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JYOTI BASU PASSED AWAY

Mr. Jyoli Basu (85), a pre-eminent Mandst leader and one of the grealest
poltical leaders of Indla passed away on 17th January 2010 at Kolkata. In his death,
Indlia last 8 most respecied architect of the Left Front. He was India’s longest senving
Chhief Minister of West Bengal for more than two decades from 1977 to 2000. The
implemantation of land reforms, the establishment of 3-lier Panchayal Faj, new
policies to encourage investment in industry are the Government's landmark
achievements during his period. In 2000 hi handed over the Chief Ministership to
Budhadet Bhattacharya on heali grounds.

In a meating heid on 18th January 2010 at ISDL Conferance mn.mammdmﬁ-;umﬂi: and
Administrathae Staff of 1SDL and the fellows and students of the Bengall Unit condolied 1he demise o Jyoti Basu. He
was ona of 1ha loremast leaders of the leftist movement and greatest socialist. His passing away is an imeparable loss
1o the nation.

It was in 1981 when Mr, Jyoti Basu was Chied Minister the Government of West Bengal sanctioned an Annual
grant of Rs. 30,000/- for a Chalr 1o perpeluate the memory of Prof. Suniti Kumar Chatterji, the doyen of linguists in
Incliz. With this modest grant wa started our teaching and research wark in the Bengali Unil. Prol. Sukumar Sen wirs
imdted as @ non-residential Serior Fellow Initially 1o work on Place names of the villages of West Bengal. Later Or. 5.
Bhattacharya of Kolkata was offered a Fellowship and he worked in the IS0OL at Thinnamanthapuram and producod &
monograph The Tribal Languages of South Kerala. Subsequently other fellows were appointed and by 1995 the
activities increased. The Govemment of Wast Bengal was kind encugh to enhance the grant seaing the progress of work.

Dr. Mahidas Bhattacharya and Prof. B, Gopinathan Malr visited Kaolkata on 13th February 2005 The purpose of
the visit was 1o hand over @ copy sach of the English transiation of the two Sanskrit grammatical works -
Kitantravydkarana of Aciinyasarnavarma and Mugdhabodham Wdkaranam by Vopadeva, the twa publications of ISDL
10 S Jyotl Basu, the Chief Minister, Education Minister and cther Senior Academics and Officlals of West Bangal.
Also wi had to hold the interview for the Bengali Research Fellows.

On 14th we fxed an appointment with Mr. Satyasadhan
Chakraborihy, the Minister for Education and we met him. He enquired CONTENTS
about Hon. Prof, V.I. Subramoniam who could not accompany us dus 108 | Juoti Bas passed away 1
small accident thal occumed to him, The minister expressed his sorrow and
prayed for Subramoniam's eardy recovery. The two publications were Prof. K. Anbazhakan vissled ISDL. 2
handed over 1o him. He wanted us (o susiain the acadamic achiemremenls Prof. Anbarhakan visited Prof. V.I.
of tha ISOL and the Bengall Unit He assured all support for the- | guhramoniam's home in Vadasseri
development of the Institution. + s from ClIL s 1SDL

During the five days of our stay in Kolkata we mel several schotars in gy e

tha academic fiskd and administrative officials and visited universities and | Nationol Flag hoisted on Republic
githar academic centres and had frulthd discussions with them. Day in ISDL

On 17th we went to see Mr. Jyoll Basu. His residence is near the Prof, K. Retnamma's book released
Bikas Bhavan There was high security. As we had talked over the phone, | .. ; P~
they told us 1o go 1o the securty’s room. The P.A gald that Mr. Basu was et e
not well, Wa handed over the copies of the hwo publications and the latest Gienes, Geography and Language
lssue of DL After that wa keft for Thirvananthapuram and reached hene UDL Viohume 39 N + oabliscd

on 20th Felbnaary 2005. >
Obituary; K.M. Prabhakar Warrier
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PROF. K. ANBAZHAKAN, FINANCE MINISTER, TAMIL NADU VISITED ISD

Prol, K. Anbarhakan Finance Minister of Taml
MNadu visnted ISDL campus on 23rd January 2000 ot 1030
a.m. and paid Noral cributes 1o the portrait of late Prof. V.1
Subramoaiam in the Confercnos room. Prol. Subramoniam
passed away om Fhh Junc 2009 and as per his last wish his
sy was cremated in the ISDL campus. The minister said,
as be could not attend the funcral function, he has now come
here o pay bomage to the late Prof, Subramoniam whom he
knew intimately for over three decades. The sketch of the
proposed VI Subramoniam Memorial (o be constructed in

the campis was shown (o the minister, ] J o S -
Prof. Anbazhakan was acoompanied by Thira Suresh g F"ﬂ:lf.H. GGDIMJI‘H'H Mair and F'n;[._F'l..lm.m-m
Rajan, Minister for Towurism, Thiro A. Hajan, MLA and Ramachanciran with Prol. K. Anbazhagan

oiher officials.

Prof. B, Gopinathan Mair, Hon. Director of ISDL, Dy, Naduvatiom Gopalakrishnan and Dr. 5. Fadmamabhan,
Secrctary, KHRC received the ministers at the airport. In the 1SDL campus they weore honoured with a shawl by Prof.
Puthusseri Ramachandran and Prol. B. Gopinalhan Nakr,

Alter paying homage to late Prol. V.1, Subramoniam, they left for Nagercoil.

PROF. K. ANBAZHAKAN VISITED PROF. V.I. SUBRAMONIAM'S HOME IN VADASSERI

Prof. Anbazhakan with glowing memorics of the eminent Dravidiologist late Prof. V.1, Subramoaiam visited his home
in Vadasseri Monoamanivam Sundaranar Strect at Nagercoil on Saturday 23rd Jasuary 2000 at 6 pom. and paid foral
irihutes to his portrait kept in the main hall. Dr. Subramoniam, the fousder of ISDL at Thinnananthspuram, was the firs
Vice-Chancellor of Tamil University al Thanjavar, Pro-Viee-Chancellor of Dravidian Universily al Kuppam in Andhra
Pradesh and founder of Kanyakumari Hisorical Rescarch Centre.

Prol. Anbazhakan reminisced that VIS met him in conncction with 1ISDL affairs. It was then that be could know more
about VIS. Though al Annamalai University he and VIS studicd at the same time, Subramoniam's vision and love for
knowlcdge could be known well only when he visited him while he was manister. His acadcemic cfforts thrust upon mofe fame
1o those who worked for languages 150 years ago viz. Caldwell, Manonmaniyam Sundaranar and others.

When V.1, Subramoniam weal to see the Central Union Minister Dr. Murali Manohar Joshi in connection with the
establishment of the Dravidian University, the latter said that if the word ‘Dravidian” can be removed, permission can be
given for the University. Immediatcly Subramoniam retoricd that if you are willing to remove the word dravida from the
Mational Anthem the change in the name of the University can be considered - remembered Anbarhakan, Besides, the
minister said that today “love for Tamil' is coafined only 1o paper and not found in practice. Further he said though he could
ot take part in the fencral function al least he could dio this

Towrism Miniser Suresh Rajan, M.P. Helen Davidson, MLA Fajan, President of Kanyakumari Historical Rescarch

Centre Dr. Velappan, Dr. 5. Padmanabhan, Iyemperumal and Dr, B, Gopinathan Nair, Dr. Naduvattom Gopalakrishnan
from ISDL, Thiruvananthapuram received the minister at Profl. Subramoniam's home in Vadssseri at Nagereoil.

B. Gopdnathan Nair

TEACHER-TRAINEES FROM CIIL IN ISDL NATIONAL FLAG HOISTED ON

A group of 18 Teacher-Trainees in Malayalam with REPUBLIC DAY IN ISDL
non-Malayalam mother tongues hailing from Karnataka, A group of scholars studying in the Intcnsive Course
Tamil Madu and Manipar and two teachers from the in Bengali language, the tcachers and trainces from SRLC,
SRLC, CIIL, Mysore stayed in the ISDL campuas (rom 26th CIIL, Mysore, the residents of the Nasnaya Block and the
to 31s Jamsary 2010 as part of their training programme. sall of the 1SDL atiended the uafurling of the Natioaal
They visited several important places in the cty and Flag by the Hon Director. Swects were sened to the
inferacied with the natrve speakers of Malnalam. partscipants. The Republic Day was celehrated with dignaty,




PROF. K. RETNAMMA'S BOOK RELEASED

The book tithed Nelfum Patinen, a collection of 13
casays written by Prol. K. Retnamma, was released at o
function keld in the conference room of the 15DL on the
evenimg of Sth February 20 by ighting the ol lamp by
Mrs. Fajabckshnsi, Prof. Retnamma's davghter aficr paving
fMoral wribules o Proll Subramomiam’s portrad. Afler
prayer by Dy, MP. Unni the mecting began. Dr. M.
Gopenathan Nair, former Profcssor and Head of the
Department of Maloyalam, Calicwt University welcomed
the gathering after paving respectiul homage to Prof. V.0
Subramoniam and his great cfforts in establishing the
Instifute, He paid glorious irbates o Prol. Retnamma for
pablishing the book and expressed his appreciation of the
continuiag work of ISDL. Dr. NP, Unni, former Professor
of Sanskrit and Vece-Chancellor of Srec Sankara Sapskrs
University presided over the fonction. He recalled the
dedicaiion and vision of several carher Prafessors in the
Universily, appreciated the scademic interest shown by
D+, Retnamma in publishing the book and expressed his
dere of pelting more such works [rom Dr. Relnamma,

Dr.  Benjamin, former Professor and Head of the
Departmcat of Malayalam, University of Kerala and a
former student of Prol. Retnamma released the book by
giving a copy to Prol, B, Gopinathan Nair, Hon. Derecior
of ISDL. Benjamun lauded the work amd expressed his
appreciation of the author's views, vision and ber verbalizing
them in erisp ierms by ciling exampées [rom the book,

. Mukundan, former Professor of Malayalam,
University of Kerala in bis fzliciation address :'h:fhpl:.ﬁtd
Prof. Retnamma’s simplicity in outbook, her way of life,
speech and writing. He belped her in the collection of
these papees and (o publish i as a book form.

Frof, B, Gopinathan Nair after reeehviag the book
has siated that Be resd all the thirtcen cioms in thal
collection and mowhere be could sce any chall; on the
contrary it coatains thirteen ripe paddy secds, The ik

Dy Beanjamin as Or. Linhi walchas

He appreciated the book writlen in simple language
wathow verbasity and expresscd his hope thal more work in
the ncar futere will come from Prof, Remmamma He also
appealed (o all academics to take interest in publishing
their books so that this year we conld release several books,

Dr. Retnamma in her reply 1o the toast thanked ong
and all for saying all good words about her as well as the
work, also for arranging quickly the small but dignificd
lunction of releasing the book in the presence of a group of
scholars in Tamil, Malowmlam, Konnada and Bengali
lenguages in the 15D which has got a life-long, association
with her during the past three decades.

Dr. M. Rama, former Professor in the Departmcnt
ol Linguiziics and Viee-President of the DLA proposed a
vode of thanks in Kannada as destred by the panticipants,

8. Cropingtiur Neir

NEW RECRUITMENTS IN ISDL

Leciurer in Bengali

Mr. Sourav Chakraborty 15 appointcd as Lecturer in
thse Bengali Uinat from Tth Decensher 2006,

Junior Fellows [n the Bemgall Unkt

The following four scholars from Wiest Beagal have
been olfered Junior Rescarch Fellowships from 15th
Janaary 20Uk

Mr. Biplab Dutta Mr. Gourab Chaticrjoe

Mr. Amit Nandi Ms. Srotoswini Majumdar

Dr. 5. Usha has been offered o Rescarch Fellowship
from Sth January 2010 and posted in the DLA City Office.

GENES, GEOGRAPHY AND LANGUAGE

Abstraer: The capahility to develop "LANGUAGE" as an
abstract concepl, and to structare rale-bound sEicms
capable al being undersiomd & a unilorm cognitive pattemn
by groups of peeple subscribing to those systems s a
distinctly human characteristic, universal among Homo
sapicns sapiens. Specific languages are the creations of
digrse groups of people who may or may ool be
genctically of the same stock. When arguing by analogics,
we have 10 be carefil agains too close identilications. This
paper caalions againd  hasty conclesions sbout the
determinative role of cortain mt DNA or Y-chromosome
traits sharcd by a sct of humans, on specific language
familics”.

[Mote: In the following, 1 use "Languapge” (ie., with 2 capital
L) in the sngular o mean meia-linguistie aspects (like






